
HOW TO WRITE A GOOD FEATURE ARTICLE LEAD

Six ways to write an engaging feature lead. Posted on March 15, The lead paragraph of an article should engage the
reader. It sets the tone in your article : â€œSeptember 16 was not a good day for police officers in Baltimore.

Of course, feature writers cannot make up dialogue; they listen for it during the reporting process. Why are
readers clicking on this content? In this case, the lead and introductory paragraph are one and the same: Did I
leave any types of leads out? From numerous next-day reports following the Kennedy assassination: The
president is dead. Go short and punchy. Tony Rogers has an M. Herod has not commented. Connect the
beginning, body and conclusion of the story. The theme answers the question, "So what? Borrow this literary
tactic. Even ironically. It has not been a particularly bad night, yet there are nine shooting victims in cold
storage. Transition keeps readers from being jarred by the writing. A creative or descriptive lead This can be
an anecdote, an observation, a quirky fact or a funny story, among other things. Their stories are held together
by a thread, and they often end where the lead started, with a single person or event. Start writing anything.
Shata, the imam of a Bay Ridge mosque, juggles some 'marriage candidates,' from a gold-toothed electrician
to a professor at Columbia University. Start in the middle of your story. Short and simple. What am I writing
about? Trend stories: A trend story examines people, things or organizations that are having an impact on
society. The fire was first reported the day before this ran, so the lead on this piece shares the most important
updates since, namely that the body of one of the missing workers was found in the wreckage: 3. The baby
died on May 1 in the hospital, just two weeks after the first symptoms appeared. But many Muslims believe
that it is forbidden for an unmarried man and woman to meet in private. This morning, police recovered the
bodies of Mr. Be Honest Never mislead the reader. What makes the story worthy of being reported? I will
oblige this request for anonymity because, despite my repeated claims about how lucky they are to have me,
apparently I ruin their lives on a semi-regular basis. About 20 researchers from all over the world work in
small offices around the room. Look at the 5 Ws and 1 H. Apparently, the cost of court lobbyists.
Scene-Setting Lead The scene-setting lead describes the physical location where a story takes place. A piece in
the New York Times co-authored by Sabrina Tavernise and Dan Froschjune begins: An ailing, middle-age
construction worker from Colorado, on a self-proclaimed mission to help American troops, armed himself
with a dagger, a pistol, a sword, Christian texts, hashish and night-vision goggles and headed to the lawless
tribal areas near the border of Afghanistan and Pakistan to personally hunt down Osama bin Laden.


