
THE EVENTS LEADING TO THE SIEGE IN SYRACUSE

The Siege of Syracuse by the Roman Republic took place in â€“ BC, at the end of which . The film Siege of Syracuse
dramatizes the events of the siege. The events surrounding the Siege are the basis for the manga Heureka by .

The new government rebuffed Rome, allied itself to Carthage, and declared war. The Carthaginians realised
the potential hindrance a continuing Syracusan defence could cause to the Roman war effort and attempted to
relieve the city from the besiegers but were driven back. Demosthenes and Nicias were executed, against the
orders of Gylippus. Plutarch, in his Life of Nicias, recounts how the news reached the city: It is said that the
Athenians would not believe their loss, in a great degree because of the person who first brought them news of
it. Marcus Claudius Marcellus had ordered that Archimedes, the well-known mathematician â€” and possibly
equally well-known to Marcellus as the inventor of the mechanical devices that had so dominated the siege
â€” should not be killed. The few who escaped found refuge in Catana. Even Protagoras had to go into exile,
Anaxagoras was with difficulty rescued from imprisonment by Pericles, and Socrates, though he had nothing
whatever to do with such matters, nevertheless lost his life because of philosophy. Aftermath[ edit ] The city
of Syracuse was now under the influence of Rome again, which united the whole of Sicily as a Roman
province. After several months of siege, the inhabitants had exhausted their supplies of oil, fruit, cheese, fish,
and vegetables; they were reduced to eating grass, animal skins, ground bones mixed with water, and even,
according to Theodosios, resorting to cannibalism and eating their dead and the children. The impact of the
defeat was immense. A Roman force led by the proconsul Marcus Claudius Marcellus consequently laid siege
to the port city by sea and land in BC. Despite the assassination of Hieronymus and the removal of the
pro-Carthaginian leaders, Rome's threatening reaction to the danger of a Syracusan alliance with Carthage
would force the new republican leaders of Syracuse to prepare for war. Archimedes before his death with the
Roman soldier â€” copy of a Roman mosaic from the 2nd century. A Carthaginian army attempted to relieve
Syracuse but was decimated by disease, while the Romans drove off a Carthaginian fleet. Syracuse was later
extensively rebuilt and repopulated and would be an important city for the Roman empire until well into the
5th century, playing both a military and economic part in the creation of the empire. Some 10, hoplites had
perished and, though this was a blow, the real concern was the loss of the huge fleet dispatched to Sicily. By
the time the patrikios came forth to rally the defence, the Arabs had killed the defenders of the breach and
broken through into the city. But just as everything was prepared for this and none of the enemy were on the
watch, since they did not expect the move at all, there came an eclipse of the moon by night. One of the
defenders, Niketas of Tarsos , who during the siege had insulted Muhammad daily, was taken apart and
tortured to death. The Romans now put siege to the citadel and were successful in cutting off supplies to this
reduced area. Syracuse was a strongly defended city with a large harbor, and Marcellus brought in ships
equipped with siege towers and scaling ladders to assault the city from the port. In BC, the Athenian
democracy was overthrown in favour of an oligarchy, and Persia joined the war on the Spartan side. From that
point forward, however, as the Athenians ceded the initiative to their newly energized opponents, the tide of
the conflict shifted. The film Siege of Syracuse dramatizes the events of the siege. After a lengthy eight-month
siege which brought great hardship onto the defenders through hunger, and with parleys in progress, an Iberian
captain named Moeriscus, one of the three prefects of Achradina, decided to save his own life by letting the
Romans in near the Fountains of Arethusa. Main article: Muslim conquest of Sicily The Aghlabids had tried
and failed to take the city soon after their initial landing on the island in â€” Only a few Mardaites from the
Peloponnese along with some soldiers of the garrison were able to escape and, reaching Greece, inform
admiral Adrianos of the events. When Pericles dispelled the panic caused at Athens by the eclipse of the sun
by explaining the causes of the phenomenon, or Sulpicius Galluse discoursed on the eclipse of the moon to the
army of Lucius Paulus to prevent the soldiers being seized with terror at what they regarded as a portent sent
by heaven, did not they discharge the function of an orator? A Roman army and fleet, led by Marcus Claudius
Marcellus , arrived to lay siege. Ibn al-Athir also claims that a Byzantine squadron appeared before the city,
but that it was driven off after a battle in which the Byzantines lost four ships. In the sack that followed, a
Roman soldier found Archimedes in his study working on a mathematical problem. In BC, the Romans
received information that the city's inhabitants were to participate in the annual festival to their goddess
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Artemis. A detachment that tried to blockade the way near the Church of the Saviour was likewise annihilated;
Theodosios writes that the Arabs entered the church, where much of the populace had sought refuge, and
massacred them all. He is said to have also developed a curved mirror that could focus the rays of the sun onto
Roman ships and set them on fire. Text Quintilian. This was a great terror to Nicias and all those who were
ignorant or superstitious enough to quake at such a sight. The city was fiercely defended for many months
against all the measures the Romans could bring to bear. These measures, along with the fire from ballistas
and onagers mounted on the city walls, frustrated the Romans and forced them to attempt costly direct
assaults. The one who had been his associate, and who used to set him free from most of his superstition,
Stilbides, had died a short time before. Theodosios focuses most of his account on the sufferings of the
inhabitants, "reduced by starvation and disease", and the "hyper-inflationary prices paid for paltry amounts of
staple foods", as described by Alex Metcalfe. It was still under seal of secrecy, and made its way slowly
among a few only, who received it with a certain caution rather than with implicit confidence. This heralded a
period of internal strife among Sicilian Muslims. Despite their repulse there, they managed to establish
themselves in the western portions of the island, and in the decades that followed they gradually pushed
eastward into the central parts of Sicily. On the agreed signal, during a diversionary attack, he opened the gate.
The central fortress of Syracuse held out for a few weeks, but eventually fell.


