
WHY THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WAS

The United States Declaration of Independence is the statement adopted by the Second Continental Congress meeting
at the Pennsylvania State House in.

This copy was signed on August 2,  Some were formal written instructions for Congressional delegations,
such as the Halifax Resolves of April 12, with which North Carolina became the first colony to explicitly
authorize its delegates to vote for independence. These measures were unsuccessful because King George and
the ministry of Prime Minister Lord North were determined to enforce parliamentary supremacy in America.
In addition to its importance in the fate of the fledgling American nation, it also exerted a tremendous
influence outside the United States, most memorably in France during the French Revolution. Note that the
opening lines differ between the two versions. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. IN CONGRESS, JULY 4,
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America hen in the Course of human events it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and
to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation. Edward Rutledge age 26 was the youngest signer, and Benjamin
Franklin age 70 was the oldest signer. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should
not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. America
thus became a member of the international community, which meant becoming a maker of treaties and
alliances, a military ally in diplomacy, and a partner in foreign trade on a more equal basis. The oldest signer
of the Declaration was Benjamin Franklin, who was born in and was therefore already 70 at the time of the
Declaration. As the king wrote to North in November , "blows must decide whether they are to be subject to
this country or independent". After two days of editing and debate, the Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, , even as a large British fleet and more than 34, troops prepared to invade New York.
They preserved its original form, but struck passages likely to meet with controversy or skepticism, most
notably passages blaming King George III for the transatlantic slave trade and those blaming the British
people rather than their government. Once the Declaration of Independence had been written and signed,
printer John Dunlap was asked to make about copies to be distributed throughout the colonies. Thus,
Jefferson's document explained why independence was necessary, why secession from the British Empire was
lawful. Although August 2, , was the date of the official signing ceremony, there were several people who
signed on later dates. Now heart and hand, as one person said, could move together. However, in late ,
Benjamin Franklin, then a member of the Secret Committee of Correspondence, hinted to French agents and
other European sympathizers that the colonies were increasingly leaning towards seeking independence. We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. And for the
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. Englishman Thomas Paine disavowed the monarchy.
Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. Previously, Maryland's delegates had walked out when the Continental Congress adopted
Adams's radical May 15 preamble, and had sent to the Annapolis Convention for instructions. For Congress to
declare independence, a majority of delegations would need authorization to vote for it, and at least one
colonial government would need to specifically instruct its delegation to propose a declaration of
independence in Congress. On June 14, the Connecticut Assembly instructed its delegates to propose
independence and, the following day, the legislatures of New Hampshire and Delaware authorized their
delegates to declare independence. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should
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not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. When fighting broke out between American colonists and British forces in
Massachusetts, the Continental Congress worked with local groups, originally intended to enforce the boycott,
to coordinate resistance against the British. The New York delegation abstained, lacking permission to vote
for independence. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his
measures.


