
AN ANALYSIS OF THE BOOK THE WOMAN WARRIOR BY MAXINE HONG

KINGSTON

A short summary of Maxine Hong Kingston's The Woman Warrior. The Woman Warrior focuses on the stories of five
womenâ€”Kingston's long-dead aunt.

There are a number of characters whose personalities highlight many of her Kingston's own characteristics,
including a silent Chinese girl whom Kingston torments as a little girl. In the final part, Kingston tells the
story of Ts'ai Yen, a poet born in A. There is in fact a blending of first, second, and third person narration.
Kingston continues to publish and leads writing retreats for war veterans and widows whose work she helps to
publish. From then on, Brave Orchid's mother was convinced the theater would always keep them safe.
Madsen claimed that autobiographical Chinese American writing is full of competing discourses that differ
both culturally and racially, and as Chinese American writers seek both Chinese ethnicity and American
citizenship, the result may be "a subversion of racial authenticity", which she believed to be the case with
Kingston. When bandits attacked one of the performances, her whole family miraculously survived unscathed.
She tells the story of the No Name Woman, her husband's deceased sister. There is the "old Chinese" sexism,
which she finds hard to reconcile with stories of warrior women. Writer Jeffery Paul Chan criticized Kingston
for posing the book as non-fiction despite the many fictional elements of its stories. As an old woman, Brave
Orchid's greatest wish is to be surrounded by her family. She was happy there but never regained her sanity.
Moon Orchid is emigrating to the United States after being separated from her sister for 30 years. At the end
of the chapter, Maxine visits her mother after being away for many years. In the yard one night, a white horse
appears to Fa Mu Lan; it becomes her battle horse. Kingston credits her mother for bestowing her with a gift
for storytelling. Moon Orchid was a flighty and impractical person, especially as compared with Brave Orchid.
It begins be relating that her mother cut her tongue when she was born. She cannot gather the courage to speak
up against her racist boss, let alone save her people in China. She always felt alienated from the barbarians,
even her own children. She now perceives that they would never marry her off against her will or sell her into
slavery. Kingston despises a Chinese girl who is a year older than she is because she refuses to talk.


