
THE MONTGOMERY BUS PROTEST AND CONSEQUENCES

This lesson is going to briefly go over the background of the Montgomery Bus Boycott before going over the boycott's
impact on the community, city.

The following excerpt of what happened next is from Douglas Brinkley's Rosa Park's biography. Such a line
would have meant that if the white section of the bus was oversubscribed, whites would have to stand; blacks
would not be forced to give up their seats to whites. Board of Education ruling of should extend desegregation
beyond schools and into transportation. African-American leaders decided to attack the ordinance using other
tactics as well. Nixon threatened to reveal the ministers' cowardice to the black community, and King spoke
up, denying he was afraid to support the boycott. The ten back seats were supposed to be reserved for blacks at
all times. On December 5, a mass meeting was held at the Holt Street Baptist Church to determine if the
protest would continue. It is the second time since the Claudette Colvin case that a Negro woman has been
arrested for the same thing. City officials obtained injunctions against the boycott in February , and indicted
over 80 boycott leaders under a law prohibiting conspiracies that interfered with lawful business. In November
, just three weeks before Parks' defiance of Jim Crow laws in Montgomery, the Interstate Commerce
Commission , in response to a complaint filed by Women's Army Corps private Sarah Keys, closed the legal
loophole left by the Morgan ruling in a landmark case known as Keys v. Meanwhile, Rosa Parks was in court.
People began gathering at 3. The drivers later went on strike after city authorities refused to arrest Rev. If you
work, take a cab, or share a ride, or walk. We cannot solve this problem through retaliatory violence. Read
about Thoreau and his resistance to civil government, then explore further at this Thoreau Society site. King,
Testimony in State of Alabama v. If the white section became full, African Americans had to give up their
seats in the back. The MIA decided to hold a meeting Monday night after the boycott. Three-fourths of the
riders are Negro, yet we are arrested, or have to stand over empty seats. To their surprise and delight, 99
percent of the city's African Americans refused to ride the buses. Facts Matter. It stimulated activism and
participation from the South in the national Civil Rights Movement and gave King national attention as a
rising leader. A group of local ministers formed the Montgomery Improvement Association MIA to support
and sustain the boycott and the legal challenge to the segregation laws. With this goal, community leaders had
been waiting for the right person to be arrested, a person who would anger the black community into action,
who would agree to test the segregation laws in court, and who, most importantly, was "above reproach". We
must make them know that we love them. On the night of Rosa Parks' arrest, the Women's Political Council ,
led by Jo Ann Robinson , printed and circulated a flyer throughout Montgomery's black community that read
as follows: Another woman has been arrested and thrown in jail because she refused to get up out of her seat
on the bus for a white person to sit down. At a subsequent, larger meeting of ministers, Nixon's agenda was
threatened by the clergymen's reluctance to support the campaign. Jemison for sitting in a front row. King,
Stride Toward Freedom,  In early , the homes of King and E. To modern eyes, getting a seat on a bus may not
seem like a great feat. The boycott put Martin Luther King Jr. You can afford to stay out of school for one day
if you have no other way to go except by bus. French to name the association to lead the boycott to the city
they selected the " Montgomery Improvement Association ", "MIA" , and they selected King Nixon's choice
to lead the boycott. Although most of the publicity about the protest was centered on the actions of black
ministers, women played crucial roles in the success of the boycott. It had lasted days. With the aid of two of
her students, Robinson worked late into the night on a flier. If we do not do something to stop these arrests,
they will continue. The bus companies and Montgomery officials refused to meet those demands. The case
moved on to the United States Supreme Court. Groups such as the Club from Nowhere helped to sustain the
boycott by finding new ways of raising money and offering support to boycott participants. When Colvin was
arrested in March , Nixon thought he had found the perfect person, but the teenager turned out to be pregnant.


