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All over the country riots began to raise, anti-war movement spread all over the states begging to stop the war
and chaos overseas. There have been plausible evidence and information found suggesting that the war was
not unwinnable. Students and professors began to organize "teach-ins" on the war in early at the University of
Michigan, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of California at Berkeley. Veterans were not
welcomed back in the country; instead, they were treated as outcasts. Many young men and women of this age
group are graduating from college and ready to start their careers Using diversionary tactics months in
advance of the Tet Offensive drew the American forces away from cities and key military sites. In many cases
peasants were forbidden to leave the hamlets, but many of the young men quickly left anyway and joined the
NLF. They tend to make society feel safe and protected. In January he approved top-secret, covert attacks
against North Vietnamese territory, including commando raids against bridges, railways, and coastal
installations. Congress overwhelmingly passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which effectively handed over
war-making powers to Johnson until such time as "peace and security" had returned to Vietnam. Events such
as the Tet Offensive where the North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong established an all out attack on key
locations around Vietnam, and although the Viet Cong was virtually wiped out, this still had a large affect
psychologically on the troops as well as the populist back in the United States Johnson felt he had to take a
forceful stance on Vietnam so that other Communist countries would not think that the United States lacked
resolve. Diem sought to discredit the Viet Minh by contemptuously referring to them as "Viet Cong" the
Vietnamese equivalent of calling them "Commies" , yet their influence continued to grow. After the Gulf of
Tonkin incident Johnson steadily escalated U. This made many Americans lose trust in the government. Was
this war a mistake for America. The ARVN also suffered from internal corruption. In the spring of , with only
U. By , however, opposition to Diem was so widespread in rural areas that the southern Communists formed
the National Liberation Front NLF , and in the North Vietnamese government gave its formal sanction to the
organization. To this day Americans still question if the war was a blunder or justiable as stood to protect the
South Vietnamese from communism. Society needed an excuse to rebel against the boring and safe way of life
they were used to; Vietnam gave them the excuse they needed. The Vietnam War was one of the first wars that
the media was able to take photographs and videos of the battlefield and be able to show them to the general
public. With television rising in popularity at an exceptional rate, the media quickly began to be the most
efficient method of gaining knowledge of the world. In October the newly arrived 1st Cavalry Division of the
U. Army fought one of the largest battles of the Vietnam War in the Ia Drang Valley, inflicting a serious
defeat on North Vietnamese forces.


