
US INVOLVEMENT IN THE VIETNAM WAR

The role of the United States in the Vietnam War began after World War II and escalated into full commitment during the
Vietnam War from to 

Marines landed at Danang. Government combat photographer Maj. In an attempt to limit the volume of
American casualties, he announced a program called Vietnamization : withdrawing U. Trade and diplomatic
relations between Vietnam and the U. The global context is also important because Cold War tensions
between the U. As a result of the conference held in Honolulu, President Johnson authorized an increase in
troop strength to , by August  Army reception station in Fort Jackson, S. Some officials in Hanoi had favored
an immediate invasion of the South, and a plan was developed to use PAVN units to split southern Vietnam in
half through the Central Highlands[ citation needed ]. It is widely held that the average U. Historians still
debate what Kennedy would have done regarding Vietnam had he lived beyond November  Concerns about
credibility motivated U. Although Johnson was not on the ballot, commentators viewed this as a defeat for the
President. The job of finding a way out of Vietnam was left to the next U. Dave Grossman ret. McNamara
recommended sending six divisions to Vietnam. The United States forces suffer some 1, casualties. Thanks for
watching! The average age of the U. In , investigative journalist Seymour Hersh exposed the Mylai massacre
in print, and the Haeberle photos were released to the world media. London: Routledge,  President Dwight D.
Eight people, including children, are killed. It declared that "an atmosphere of atrocity" surrounded the event,
concluding that a massacre had taken place and the crime had been covered up by the commander of the
Americal Division and his executive officer. Moreover, the U. Search and destroy, the strategy of attrition[
edit ] President Lyndon B. This willingness of the communists to remain fixed in place inspired MACV to
send reinforcements from other sectors of South Vietnam. Peers to look into the allegations. Vietnamization of
the war, however, created a dilemma for U. On it were inscribed the names of 57, American men and women
killed or missing in the war; later additions brought that total to 58, A new U. Heavy bombing by B aircraft or
shelling made these zones uninhabitable, as refugees poured into camps in designated safe areas near Saigon
and other cities. Vietnam: A New History. By June, 82, combat troops were stationed in Vietnam, and military
leaders were calling for , more by the end of to shore up the struggling South Vietnamese army. What was
United States role in the Vietnam War? However, the accord had little effect on the conflict as it was blatantly
violated by both South and particularly North Vietnam. Another massive aerial effort was undertaken to keep
the beleaguered Marines supplied.


