
THE MEMORY PALACE OF MATTEO RICCI ESSAY

In the book the memory palace of Matteo Ricci, the author Jonathan Spence talks about the Italian preacher Matteo
Ricci who spent almost his whole life in.

The student has in her head a whole memory city, neatly laid out in wards, streets, lanes, houses, containing all
the knowledge she has acquired so far in her schooling; but facing the examiners she pays no attention to the
wards of history, geology, poetry, chemistry, and mechanics. In , by which time he had become fluent in the
Chinese language, he took up residence in the prosperous administrative and commercial center of Nanchang,
in the eastern province of Jiangxi. What I have spoken of as being done in a house, can equally well be done in
connection with public buildings, a long journey, the ramparts of a city, or even pictures. Also, I think
assumes too much tacit knowledge of China and Chinese. In the English translation of his work that appeared
in , this disgust comes through strongly: "It is a shameful thinge, and a shamelesse mannes propertie to set out
in al mens sighte, the readings of many thinges, like as Marchantes do theire wares: whereas in the meane
while the howse is emptie. It was this general facility for remembering the order of things that had been
elaborated into a system over the succeeding centuries; by Ricci's time it had become a way for ordering all
one's knowledge of secular and religious subjects, and since he himself was a Catholic mis- sionary Ricci
hoped that once the Chinese learned to value his mne- monic powers they would be drawn to ask him about
the religion that made such wonders possible. His hands and feet were rudely pierced and wounded by coarse,
heavy nails that injured skin and flesh, nerves and veins, and 37 also the ligaments of the bones. Let us
imagine a modern medical student facing an oral examination that reviews her work on bones, cells, and
nerves. Her mind races to the Upper Body Bone Room, at the top of the stairs on the second floor, where, in
the third position from the door, a Canadian Mountie in a brilliant scarlet jacket sits on his horse with a
manacled, distraught figure tied to the horse's crupper: from there it takes her only a fraction of a second to
glide to the Cell Room in the basement where, near the furnace, a magnificent but savagely scarred African
warrior is standing, a look of ineffable boredom on his face, despite the fact that he grasps with each huge
hand the upper arm of a beautiful African girl; and as swiftly the student's thoughts wing to the top floor Skull
Room where, reclining on a bedspread patterned on the stripes and colors of the flag of France, a voluptuous
naked woman reclines, her little fist clutching a crumpled stack of dollar bills. To communicate the Christian
idea to the Chinese, he creates a memory palace for them with a reception hall that contains four images
derived from Chinese ideographs that are in turn associated with four pictures representing stories and
individuals in the Bible. Long term memory is the information that store in our brain for a long period of time.
The students should practice creating dramatic images of various kinds, and designing locations for them:
palatial buildings or spacious 13 churches would be among the best. There are three types of memory.
Looking past its extensive historical background, the palace of Versailles has such a complex architectural and
artistic influence as nearly four generations of French king royals have lived in the palace continually
expanding and renovating it to match the current style In her wonderfully erudite and comprehensive work on
medieval and Renaissance mnemonic theory, The Art of Memory, Frances Yates mused over "what a
Christianized artificial memory might have been like" and regretted the fact that "an Ars memorativa treatise,
though it will always give the rules, rarely gives any concrete application of the rules, that is to say it rarely
sets out a system of mnemonic images on their places. Worth a read for the Chinese history and the biography
of an interesting man. As the author of Ad Herennium ex- plained: We ought, up images of a kind that can
adhere longest in then, to set the memory. Matteo Ricci is an interesting character, and the Palace of Memory
is a framework and a link between topics, but there is also an excellent glimpse of Ming China and the vast
currents of religion and peoples and thought in that vibrant civilization. If one wished to begin on a still
smaller scale, then one could erect a simple reception hall, a pavilion, or a studio. In summarizing this memory
system, he explained that these palaces, pavilions, divans wer mental structures to be kept in one's head, not
solid objects to be literally constructed out of "real" materials. Others would have been several writ- ers of the
first century B. During his Jesuit training, he learns to use mnemonic devices to commit vast stretches of text
into memory. Flash bulb memories, episodic memory It does beg the question that if memory is an ability can
it be improved. In he begins his education at a Jesuit school and in he leaves for Rome to study law. And if
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one wanted an inti- mate space one could use just the corner of a pavilion, or an altar in a 1 temple, or even
such a homely object as a wardrobe or a divan. One would have been Pliny, whose Natural History Ricci also
read in school, and whose passage on the great memory experts of the past he translated into Chi- nese in his
memory book. The Palace of Versailles has served as an imperial royal palace and many other purposes. They
concentrated on the positive aspects of the system, ignoring the growing body of scholarship which proved
that the key early text on memory systems, Ad Herennium, had in fact not been written by Cicero at all and
con- 3 tinuing to make it a fundamental part of their curriculum. Once one grew familiar with the
methodology, however, one did not have the sole choice of building ever larger and larger clusters of rooms
and chambers. The second image, of the Lazy Zulu Pursuing Dark Damosels, gives the student the stages of
cell division in meiosis as leptotene, zygotene, pachytene, diplotene, and diakinesis. The real purpose of all
these mental constructs was to provide stor- age spaces for the myriad concepts that sum of our human make
up the knowledge. SimonDagut Jan 27, Reviewing this biography is rather a complicated business. To
everything that we wish to remember, wrote Ricci, we should give an image; and to every one of these images
we should as- sign a position where it can repose peacefully until we are ready to re- claim it by an act of
memory. Short term memory is the information we hold in our mind for a short period which is less than a
minute. Consequently, however large the number of these which it is required to remember, all are linked one
to the other like dancers hand in hand, and there can be no mistake since they join what precedes to what
follows, no trou- ble being required except the preliminary labour of committing the various points to
memory. In reality it is an unstructured narrative about an early Renaissance traveler to China. It's a fun book.
How many such images could one or did one seek to retain in the memory palaces of one's mind? The garment
under her arms was covered by a robe wound about her shoulders in the Latin fashion; this robe was adorned
with the light of all kinds of devices and showed the figures of them all, while she had a belt under her breast
adorned with the rarest colors of jewels. But with that one caution one could introduce articles of furniture into
the room, place small decorative objects of 10 gold or jade upon occasional tables, and paint the walls
themselves in 26 glittering colors.


