
THE CHARACTER OF EDNA PONTELLIER IN KATE CHOPINS THE

AWAKENING

Edna Pontellier, a woman fated to die. In the following paper I will subject the character of Edna Pontellier in Kate
ChopinÂ´s The Awakening to a critical analysis.

Edna begins to feel a change; she begins to feel like a whole person with wants, interests and desires. The
story could almost be seen as a case study. During the length of the story Edna goes through a process of
changes that coincides with the presence of water. Those she often used later in her short stories and in The
Awakening. For example, if the card had an edge turned up, it was delivered by the person, and if it were flat,
it would have been delivered by a servant. The assumed superiority of their husbands traps them in their
households. Q: In Chapter 22, what does Dr. Is it a real song, or did Kate Chopin make it up? Laura
Leffler-McCabe also sent us a performance excerpt. Read an in-depth analysis of Edna Pontellier. This social
custom made it as far west as Denver. The dancers also become the beckoning sea, the entity which both
cradles and emboldens Edna but also sweeps her away. I have run into no articles citing masturbation and
Chopin. However, after a summer on Grand Isle, she begins to express her feelings and desires with the help
of her friends and the surrounding Creole culture. Her excellent work of fiction was not acknowledged at the
time she wrote it because feminism had not yet come to be widespread. The social etiquette spread across
Europe, but became strong especially in Britain. Realism had a major concept for an individual who failed in
society - the individual was expected to deliberately take the role confined by society, which was the source of
value. Is it possible that Chopin heard the Balfe song performed and simply recalled it imperfectly? Given that
Kate Chopin tried to paint the picture of a truly liberated, independent, and individual woman, she cannot let
Edna go back to her conventional life, which would be the only alternative. Nor would she have been
comfortable with the view that the freedom of women dictated the substantial reform of the prevailing social
institutions. Quite the contrary: she interests us because she is humanâ€”because she fails in ways which
beckon seductively to all of us. Throughout Chopin's day, the work was regarded as nonsense and a waste of
time on her part. Throughout the novel, she is on a transcendental journey of self-discovery. You can search it
or print it. What they wanted for women was the right to say no, rather than the right to say yes whenever and
wherever they pleased. Can you confirm this? Several include background readings, critical comments,
bibliographies of scholarly articles and books, Chopin short stories, and other materials. She emerges from her
semi-conscious state of devoted wife and mother to a state of total awareness, in which she discovers her own
identity and acts on her desires for emotional and sexual satisfaction. Although not a particularly strong or
rebellious spirit in the past, during her summer on Grand Isle, Edna develops a devotion to the pursuit of
passion and sensuality, two qualities lacking in her marriage and home. The senses and the sorrows and the
sins, And the strange loves that suck the breasts of Hate Till lips and teeth bite in their sharp indenture,
Followed like beasts with flap of wings and fins. Though she was already an individualist before she got
married to Oscar Chopin, marriage confined Kate Chopin within the rules of society, which she only evaded
after his death. She learns that she is not comfortable with being a wife and mother. On the surface she is the
obedient wife, having given birth to two sons. At the beginning of the novel, Edna exists in a sort of
semi-conscious state.


