
WRITING A COLLEGE APPLICATION LETTER

You already know how to write an academic essay. Now, forget all that, because learning how to write the college
application essay is different.

Today I realize that this experience greatly influenced my professional ambition as well as my personal
identity. A single grammatical error or typo could indicate carelessnessâ€”not a trait you want to convey to a
college admission officer. Also, if you refer to a particular college in the essay, make sure it is the correct
name and is consistent throughout the piece. Don't worry about making it perfect, and don't worry about what
you are going to write about. In addition to its use of clear, demonstrative language, there is one thing that
makes this an effective essay: focus. College essay questions often suggest one or two main ideas or topics of
focus. Use vivid imagery. Have these people review your application essay to make sure your message is on
target and clear to any audience. I think it gave whoever read it a pretty good view of my 17 year-old self. We
have tonsâ€”tonsâ€” here , including lots of real-world examples! The tip below is paraphrased from a post on
the USC admissions blog. With an anecdote? For a sophisticated touch, I use needle and thread to sew the
papers together. So instead of talking generally about playing percussion in the orchestra, hone in on a huge
cymbal crash marking the climax of the piece. You may also want to make a connection to how this has
inspired some part of your educational journey or your future aspirations. Find your school with our USA
School Search College Essay Three The winter of my seventh grade year, my alcoholic mother entered a
psychiatric unit for an attempted suicide. Brainstorm Get your creative juices flowing by brainstorming all the
possible ideas you can think of to address your college essay question. Half the words and retains the meaning.
Anyone can write about how they won the big game or the summer they spent in Rome. This college essay tip
is by Brennan Barnard, director of college counseling at the Derryfield School in Manchester, N. Without the
photographs, the descriptions are cryptic. Quick: What essence image describes your family? In the end,
although the days were long and hard, my work that summer filled me with pride. Your essay should be a true
representation of who you are as a personâ€”admissions officers want to read essays that are meaningful,
thoughtful, and consistent with the rest of the application. Try to only include the information that is
absolutely necessary. Describe what you learned from the experience and how it changed you. Many students
try to sound smart rather than sounding like themselves. I felt more alive, more engaged, in that lab than I
have anywhere else, and I am committed to returning. She's not obsessed with neatness. It can be easy to wax
poetic on a topic and, in the process, take on too much. It provides a little suspense. Computers cannot detect
the context in which you are using words, so be sure to review carefully. Read it aloud. This shift in attitude
also coincided with a shift in location: from the computer desk to the laser lab. By now you know exactly what
you will write about and how you want to tell the story. Write freely and choose a prompt later. Try to just let
yourself bang out a rough draft without going back to change anything. Don't just recountâ€”reflect! Of
course, a poorly-written letter can have the opposite effect. After all, to follow your passion is, literally, a
dream come true. Yes, I'll admit I'm a predisposed meditation fan. Or instead of trying to condense that
two-week backpacking trip into a couple of paragraphs, tell your reader about waking up in a cold tent with a
skiff of snow on it. I had two students write about their vehiclesâ€”one wrote about the experience of
purchasing their used truck and one wrote about how her car is an extension of who she is.


