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In the latter half of the 's, monarchial systems of both England and France were changing. In England, the move was
away from an absolute monarch, and.

Eventually it became militaristic, the army, in its requirements for food, uniforms, and weapons, was a strong
force in shaping the economic growth of the country. Elton, New York,  Before 17th century, no country
generated the force that led to absolutism because there was a problem for Europe, which is the fundamentally
anti-political nature of early Christianity, this anti-political aspect of foundational Christianity threw the
institution of emperorship and kingship into question. They were re sponsible to no one including parliaments
except God. Even though religious wars in Europe had ended by the end of the seventeenth century through
the Treaty of Westphalia, Religion was not the only matter that generated conflict among Europeans. The
monarch still ruled under the law and could only legislate in agreement with the Riksdag of the Estates ;
rather, the absolutism introduced was the monarch's ability to run the government unfettered by the privy
council , contrary to earlier practice. From fear of each other, to obtain order, and enjoy the advantages of law
and right, people came to a kind of agreement by which they surrendered their freedom of action into the
hands of a ruler. These powers made a ruler sovereign. The desire to keep it led Louis into conflict with the
French Hugue nots and the papacy. It was necessary for this ruler to have unrestricted or absolute power. But
Louis was quite serious. Nevertheless, Bossuet cautioned, although a king's au thority was absolute, his power
was not since he was limited by the law of God. The army had a profound effect on the social development
and people's mindset in Prussia. His anti-Protestant policy, aimed at converting the Hugue nots to Catholicism,
began mildly by offering rewards, but escalated by to a policy of forced conversions. Therefore, it is important
for us to look at three key defining eras during which absolutism was strongest in Russia: the Mongols, Ivan
IV, and Peter the Great. Such were Michel Le Tellier, secretary of state for war; Hugues de Lionne, secretary
for foreign affairs; and Nicholas Fouquet, su perintendent of finances. Provinces had their own regional
parlements, their own local Estates, their own sets of laws. Supreme authority over secular matters of a
country was developed for the first time in Europe. Parliament triumphed over king. Download preview PDF.
Because of a number of conditions and forces and the changing beliefs in people's minds, absolutistic regime
was widely exercised in this particular period. Le Brun was published at Geneva in ; and for a selection of
texts see J. He had access to a standing royal army that was loyal only to him. Only thus could he maintain
order. Bossuet held that kings were God's representatives in the political affairs on earth. His ministers were
expected to be subservient; said Louis, "I had no intention of sharing my authority with them. There was also a
large gulf between the theory of absolutism as ex pressed by Bossuet and the practice of absolutism.
Historians have tended to use it ever since Absolutism or absolute monarchical rule was developing across
Europe during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. The Fall of Constantinople denoted the end of the
Middle Ages and the start of another age in Europe. For those on the receiving end of absolutism, the army
played a key role. Perhaps he was motivated by religion, but it is more likely that Louis, who believed in the
motto, "one king, one law, one faith," felt that the existence of this minority undermined his own political
authority. The 30 Years War devastated much of the Germanic states, and the Holy Roman Empire did no
exist in reality any longer. The kingdoms of France, Russia and Brandenburg-Prussia are ample evidence to
prove that absolutism worked and was a commonality compared to constitutionalism. However, royal
absolutism was justified by a number of eminent philosophers from the time: Bodin, Bousset and Hobbes. As
an example, Brandenburg-Prussia under the Great Elector, Frederick William, became a much sort after ally
which brought money to Brandenburg-Prussia. Less than fifty years after his death, the great French writer
Voltaire used the title "Age of Louis XIV" to describe his history of Europe from to  Frederick William r.
Louis XIV, the "sun king" of France which took the lead in European civilization in 17th century, was
certainly imitated by other other rulers in various countries, such as Prussia, Russia, etc, and England became
an exception. It could be argued that their support for an absolute monarch was understandable given the
consequences that could have happened to them â€” however, there was a belief that a country could benefit
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from an absolute monarch, both internally and externally. This essay will argue that the Enlightenment
principles of rationalism and universal rights shaped modern Europe and North America through the rejection
of absolutist government and the movement towards an equal society. A career in the military appeared to be
one worth pursuing for someone with a noble background. Absolutistic regime was an inevitable course that
most European countries went through, it is the outset of the shape of modern states that were to be formed.


