
AN ANALYSIS OF PAIN IN THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

Pain is a predominant theme throughout Thomas Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy describes how many of the
character's experience pain through.

Just as Elizabeth-Jane has found her father, she again loses him to the sea--and although Newson just lives in
Budmouth to see the sea, we know that it is only a matter of time before he leaves again. His impression
changes, as he becomes a wealthy corn merchant and the Mayor of Casterbridge. These lines make up the final
passage of the novel and provide a thoughtful, balanced summary of its proceedings. He continues to care for
Michael, walking with him despite Michael's order to go back, feeding him and letting him stay in his cottage.
And in being forced to class herself among the fortunate she did not cease to wonder at the persistence of the
unforeseen, when the one to whom such unbroken tranquillity had been accorded in the adult stage was she
whose youth had seemed to teach that happiness was but the occasional episode in a general drama of pain.
The pages of this novel are filled with sex, scandal, and alcohol, butit provides for a very interesting and
unique story. Michael says she may go, and then says he will leave Casterbridge. Whittle tells them that
Michael has died a half-hour before. However, most people adored Hardy during his living years. Chapter
Summary: Michael fears that Newson will return for Elizabeth-Jane despite his new attitude. Despite his
stepdaughter's protests, he leaves that evening. Before long, to add to Henchard's bitterness, Donald is given
an official business stall at the market. He thinks that telling the secret of Elizabeth-Jane's birth to Farfrae will
ward the young man off, but cannot bring himself to tell. It is the stranger from Peter's Finger a few weeks
ago. As the girl rests, Michael watches her lovingly, convinced he can find happiness with her. In an era when
the Industrial Revolution was bringing dramatic and sometimes disturbing changes to England, he celebrated
the nation's roots in its rustic past. He gives them a piece of paper that is Michael's will. Newson shrugs and
promises to trouble Michael no longer. Another maid saw Michael with it as he came to the wedding. He is
sure that there is ample business for both of them. However, unlike Cain, Michael feels remorse. Rehab is for
quitters!. Although she weeps that she has just missed her last chance with him, she follows Michael's
instructions to the best of her ability. As for Elizabeth, she said nothing. Michael watches from the Ring as
Farfrae presents Elizabeth-Jane with a new book everyday.


