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A summary of Themes in John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath. the poorâ€”and identifies that division as the primary
source of evil and suffering in the world.

The bleak environment has been created by a variety of factors, the most prominent which are corporate greed
and the industrialization of agriculture. And that might be the point. Theme 2 Corporate Greed The theme of
corporate greed goes parallel to the theme of industrialization. Theme 8 Role of Hope in Society Hope plays
an important role in a social set up. This question hovers in the background of the novel from the very
beginning. Death is often sudden, confusing, and senseless. In Chapter 13, the family dog gets run over by a
car on the highway in a truly gruesome scene. The industrial economy adversely affects the farmers, forcing
the banks, portrayed as monsters, to foreclose on unprofitable land. Steinbeck's narrative voice also criticizes
this system more directly in the short chapters that punctuate the story of the Joads. That brings us to our next
two themes. Required reading should meet kids halfway to be successful. The landless farmers were displaced
by the machinery produced by the corporate culture. She saves a life amidst the loss and recaptures her
humanity. Those novels will teach kids how rewarding and fun reading can be. When they do accept help, they
are quick to repay the debtâ€”for example, when the Wilsons offer Grampa Joad a deathbed, Al repairs their
car and Ma replaces the blanket used to shroud Grampa. Let's take a look at a few of the most significant
themes and how they are expressed in the novel. In the migrant lifestyle portrayed in the book, the biological
family unit, lacking a home to define its boundaries, quickly becomes a thing of the past, as life on the road
demands that new connections and new kinships be formed. Along with industrialization, the creation of
high-powered machines has enabled corporate interests to move laborers off the land and render them
irrelevant. Industrialization The heavy industrialization of American farming has enabled high-profile, wealthy
landowners to extract greater profits from the land. Noah and Connie have left the family, while Grampa and
Granma died. Individual Interests vs the Common Good There are many instances in The Grapes of Wrath
where people, like these 'great owners' or the wage-earner on the tractor, are alienated from others by pursuing
their own interests. The labor force is too large and desperate, so the farms get away with paying them too
little to live on. Her rebellion agrees with the feminine spirit of keeping the family united and also shifts the
responsibility to the patriarchal structure when the situation improves. Melville used the exact same concept
with his chapters on cetology. The message is clear that fair wages and good working conditions will never
happen on their own. The Joads represents families of the migrant workers who have to face the wrath of the
modernization and industrialization of agricultural farming. For example, Chapter 3 is about a turtle crossing
the road: an essay unrelated to the plot but symbolic of the treacherous journey ahead for the Joads. Here,
Steinbeck depicts families gathering to share meals, tell stories of common troubles, and help each other find
work. Initially, Steinbeck writes that he 'did not look like a man' and 'he was a part of the monster. The seeds
get planted from the first chapter: When is killing justified? This cycle gets interrupted when people from the
Dust Bowl begin to move west looking for work. When Johnny has to read this passage out loud for
discussion, is Maria going to do anything but yawn and watch the clock wondering when the boredom will
end? They are barely able to feed themselves on their daily wages, and the living conditions they face are
horrible. At the beginning of the novel, the Oklahoma sharecropper families are rendered powerless by the
repossessing landowners. There is no doubt Steinbeck had Moby-Dick in mind when writing this. The
Multiplying Effects of Selfishness and Altruism According to Steinbeck, many of the evils that plague the
Joad family and the migrants stem from selfishness. With displacement comes a shift in gender roles and
responsibilities as various tenant families face hardships during migration from Oklahoma to California. The
Joads gradually shift their understanding of the good life from material things to that of family, community,
and altruism. It subtly suggests that machines replace human jobs. They elect their own managers and police,
and they can either pay or work for their rent. Several members of the Joad family die, and Tom Joad even
kills a police officer.


