
ESSAY WORKSHOP CHECKLIST

I'll admit that I was terrified to teach writing in a workshop format. Even after I successfully and happily conducted
reading workshop with my.

Categorize your errors into two parts: Errors that interfere with the meaning Errors that do not interfere with
meaning List the three most frequent errors that DO interfere with meaning. How did I get from one point to
the next? This is easiest with Google Docs or another electronic means of sharing, but you can do it with paper
copies tooâ€”computers are not a necessity. Revised: She thinks he will win the race. Repeat step three once
again for your third most common error that interferes with meaning. But sometimes writing workshop just
takes time. How does my paper end? Some students might stare at their screen for three days and then write
two pages in one burst, some might spend 20 minutes discussing the third sentence of their second paragraph
in a peer conference, and some might need to describe every detail of the night before an event before they can
actually get to writing about the real topic of their essay. What do I need to work on in the next paper? By only
focusing on one type of error at a time, the editing process will seem less overwhelming. Writing takes time,
so make sure to leave plenty of space in your writing workshop schedule. How many paragraphs did I use to
talk about each point? Instructing students to just start writing a draft is a great way to end your experience
with writing workshop very quickly. What signposts did I give the reader? If so, should it be? Checking for
Common Verb Issues: If you want to focus on verbs as you edit, highlight or underline all the verbs in your
paper. Should the order be changed? An error log is a written record that helps you keep track of the errors
you repeatedly make in your essays. What do I like best about his paper? What kinds of grammar or
punctuation problems did I have in my last paper? Freewriting prompts or other prewriting activities. Check
all your verbs for: Subject-verb agreement: Is the subject singular or plural? What if students start talking, and
then they start talking more loudly, and then they break out the chips and party decorations and I have lost
complete control of the room Next, repeat step three, but now, looking only for your second most common
error that interferes with meaning. Why do I think the subject is worth writing about? Will my reader think the
paper was worth reading? Note: You may find it helpful to use the Longman Dictionary of American English
during the self-editing process. How many sentences did it take to develop the topic idea? A clipboard or other
method of keeping track of student progress daily. Organization How many specific points do I make about
my subject? What does my reader already know about it?


