
FORMATION OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

The Byzantine Empire was a vast and powerful civilization with origins that can be traced to A.D., when the Roman
emperor Constantine I dedicated a â€œNew Romeâ€• on the site of the ancient Greek colony of Byzantium. The
Byzantine Empire finally fell in , after an Ottoman army.

During those same centuries, nonetheless, there were changes so profound in their cumulative effect that after
the 7th century state and society in the East differed markedly from their earlier forms. Of all the statues, only
one group was preserved? In the 9th century, the School of Magnauraâ€”an institution of higher
learningâ€”was founded by imperial decree. The catastrophe begins when the emperor Valens is defeated and
killed by the Visigoths at Adrianople in  He even finds land for his German tribesmen without causing undue
upheaval. But it is a shocking thought to Romans that this provincial system might apply to Italy itself. There
is little innovation in the theory of rhetoric they expound. The very next emperor, Leo VI r. They suggest that
a third of every landowner's estate should be made over to them. During it he kills his guest with his own
hand, after which Odoacer 's retinue is murdered. For personal and dynastic reasons, emperors favoured
certain towns and provinces at the expense of others, and the erratic course of succession to the throne,
coupled with a resulting constant change among the top administrative officials, largely deprived economic
and social policies of recognizable consistency. But Theodosius discovers, in a famous clash, that western
bishops have authoritarian ideas of their own. The city was, by virtue of its location, a natural transit point
between Europe and Asia Minor Anatolia. He moves slowly eastwards with them to what would have been a
rebellious confrontation. Clerical celibacy, the use of leavened or unleavened bread, the language of service,
and the use of imagery were all points of differences, which, with the fuel of political and territorial ambitions
added into the volatile mix of emotions, led to the Church Schism of CE. If they come too close to each other,
the result has often been war. Iconoclasm During the eighth and early ninth centuries, Byzantine emperors
beginning with Leo III in spearheaded a movement that denied the holiness of icons, or religious images, and
prohibited their worship or veneration. The pontifical complex was preserved entirely, which is a rarity in the
architecture of that period. Start your free trial today. Christianity, then, became an important common
denominator which helped bind together diverse cultures into a single empire which included Christian
Greeks, Armenians, Slavs, Georgians, and many other minorities, and those of other faiths such as Jews and
Muslims who were permitted to freely practise their religion. But any measure of peace in the west has been
bought by compromise with German tribes.


