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We have already established that second language acquisition is influenced by the age of the learner; children,
who have a literate foundation in their maternal tongue, often seem to be in the best position to successfully
acquire a second language. As a neuroscience major and a Spanish minor, the neural mechanisms involved in
the acquisition of a second language is something that has interested me for quite some time. Bloom, L. These
early thinkers only touched upon this human process, as our modern day tests have shown that there are
specific stages to acquiring language, varying ideas on whether language is innate or learned, and a definitive,
but rarely studied, window for any human to acquire language Language in its most basic form is used to
communicate our needs and wants. While Genie did get to the point she could communicate, her speech never
advanced beyond the kind of constructions normal children begin. Mom: Ask the bear if he wants to read the
book. Mami, nana. I'm so happy to read that book. Therefore, the people speak many different languages. Here
the intonation and a structure of a sentence appear. Follow the child's focus of attention. These parents have to
make their toddler understand that they and the whole family expect that the child will use words to
communicate his needs is a vitally important step in helping him actually acquire the language. Although
language is such an exclusive and intricate skill, infants can learn it fairly quickly. While there are general
debates about the best way of learning a second language, I will advocate for the position that unconscious
learning is taking place as a significant portion of second language acquisition That not go in here! The period
between 6 years and adolescence is not covered in this section. Lightbown and Spada discussed how this
proposal believed in the idea that certain language features, such as pronunciation or certain aspects of
grammar will arise naturally if the student has the proper exposure. How much in advance can listeners
perceive upcoming speech targets? Furthermore, they could also learn from nothing and work their way up in
discovering what is and is not characterized in language Even though Krashen and Walqui are attempting to
achieve a similar goal, their methodologies are different Can you read it to me? It contains numerous sound
systems that allow people to use distinct words. Mom: That's a panda bear. Zinober, B. You can read it; I can't
read it. By around 3 years children are inserting the 'spacers' which they previously omitted. Debby: A panda
bear!


