
IF YOU COULD DO YOUR PHD

You will have required courses to take, especially if you do not have a master's degree yet, but these are designed
merely to compliment your.

The salary boost is usually biggest in the STEM fields. Present your research. Studying for a PhD is a highly
rewarding experience that opens up a whole new world of possibilities, but it is also a decision that you have
to take very seriously. Graduate courses tend to be designed to allow you to take away what you will find
useful to your research more than to drill a rigid set of facts and techniques into your brain. They believe that
knowledge spills from universities into society, making it more productive and healthier. That's why many
programs give students one or two semesters to explore different research areas before choosing a permanent
research advisor. Are you patient enough to do a PhD? If you prefer to constantly receive rewards for doing
your work, getting a job may be a better option. I will be forever grateful that I chose to do research in a
non-academic environment for a year between my undergraduate and PhD programs. Compiling years of
researchâ€”and hundreds of pages of notesâ€”into a cohesive thesis takes organization, talent, and most of all,
diligence. While my boss determined the overall experimental design, I was able to make my own suggestions
for experiments and use my own discretion in how to perform them. Do you have a personally satisfying
reason to undertake a PhD? In many European countries including France, Germany, Sweden, the
Netherlands, and Norway PhD students are seen as employees rather than students and so they are paid a
monthly stipend. The following themes popped up Intellectual Curiosity If you are doing a PhD, you probably
enjoy the subject of your program so much that you are willing to spend five or six years on it. On a personal
level, you will get to meet people and make friends from all over the world. Many were postdocs. You can get
in touch with the editor at naturecareerseditor nature. While in the abstract, it may seem simple enough to put
this all into your calendar and stay organized, you will find quickly enough that the one hour you scheduled
for a task might take two or three hours, putting you behind on everything else for the rest of the day or
forcing you to cut other planned events. Research at one American university found that those who finish are
no cleverer than those who do not. Helping your supervisor to help you is key. Everyone works differently.
Most people will never even attempt to write something as ambitious as a PhD dissertation, let alone finish it.
While this may seem like a downer, remember that you should have passion for the research you work on
most of the time , so you should be excited to think up new experiments or different ways to consider that data
you have collected. Make sure the PhD program has a variety of research options, and learn about as many
research groups as possible in your first year. You know you are a graduate student, goes one quip, when your
office is better decorated than your home and you have a favourite flavour of instant noodle. According to an
article in Psychology Today , nothing gives people self-confidence like setting goals, working towards them,
and then achieving them. They might use their research skills to look harder at the lot of the disposable
academic. If you are doing computation, you may want to switch to lab-based work or vice versa. Aim to
publish your research. To psychologists, the answer to this question is clear: self-esteem comes from personal
and professional achievement. If you answer the majority of these questions positively we believe you are
ready to become a PhD student, but make sure you are honest in your answers! If you start a PhD without
being completely sure about your decision it is not a good basis for academic success. Develop them further.
Later I got into Harvard, which was the best outcome I could have hoped for. In some areas five years as a
postdoc is now a prerequisite for landing a secure full-time job. One Ivy-League president, asked recently
about PhD oversupply, said that if the top universities cut back others will step in to offer them instead. It gave
me the chance to get a feel for doing nothing but research for a full year. Monica Harris, a professor of
psychology at the University of Kentucky, is a rare exception. Deepening your knowledge of a subject you
love is an excellent one. But there are penalties, as well as benefits, to staying at university.


