
KING JAMES AND THE GREAT CHAIN

Free Essay: MaryAlice Peng Mrs. Frindell Honors English, 3rd period December 2, King James and the Great Chain of
Being in Macbeth.

The king or queen ruled over the rest of humanity because God meant to put them in power, higher on the
Chain and closer to divinity than their subjects. This included attempting to move up the chain as well as
downwards. It is the present abode of Satan and his evil spirits. It was considered unnatural for some being
lower on the chain to overleap another being higher up, and therefore in the play, nature began to lose control.
The set nature of species, and thus the absoluteness of creatures' places in the great chain, came into question
during the 18th century. Witchcraft seen as attempt to subvert the natural order. Macbeth disturbs the natural
order of things by murdering the king and stealing the throne. But humans undoubtedly ranked above the rest
of the flora and fauna. At the top of the chain was God; at the bottom, were rocks. Clearly influenced by the
great chain of being, but lacking the angels and God, he called his hierarchy the "levels of being". Morally, if
humans acted like animals - being as gluttonous as pigs, for example - they were allowing lower instincts to
overpower their divine capabilities, and were therefore guilty of lowering themselves on the chain. Explain the
diagram. The scala allowed for an ordering of beings, thus forming a basis for classification where each kind
of mineral, plant and animal could be slotted into place. This was known as the Great Chain of Being. See
PNT "Re ". Since all beings were linked into a chain, so that there was a fundamental unity of all matter ,
transformation from one place in the chain to the next might, according to alchemical reasoning, be possible.
How: Macbeth was behaving timidly, when he got told the news by Ross he automaticallyâ€¦. In literary
terms, if within a poem or a speech certain characters are compared to different plants or animals,
understanding the Chain of Being would allow the reader or listener to realize which character is meant to be
subordinate to whom, or who the author or playwright intends to have more power. Treason and Betrayal
James I survived an assassination attempt early in life. You were a noble, or a farmer, or a beggar, because
that was the place God had ordained for you. Question 4: What have you learnt about the four topics below.
His father Lord Darnley was murdered. Even King James I took a special interest in supernatural and written a
book, Daemonologie, on witchcraft. The Great Judgment. Summary: The three witches tell Banquo and
Macbeth about the prophecies, Macbeth will become King and Banquo will be a father of a line of kings.
From a critique of Ernst Haeckel 's theories,  In the book, he claims that science has generally avoided
seriously discussing these discontinuities, because they present such difficulties for strictly materialistic
science, and they largely remain mysteries. It must be remembered that, in Shakespeare's day, supernatural
referred to things that were "above Nature"; things which existed, but not part of the normal human life and
unexplainable. Macbeth illustrates the story of the General, who ruthlessly murders the King in order to gain
power which he did not deserve. The Gathering of Gog and Magog and of the Nations. Adaptations and
similar concepts[ edit ] The American spiritual writer and philosopher Ken Wilber uses a concept called the
"Great Nest of Being" which is similar to the Great Chain of Being, and which he claims to belong to a
culture-independent " perennial philosophy " traceable across years of mystical and esoteric writings. The
abyss is named in Re ,11  However, in the current days people do not watch plays that much and are usually
satisfied. Macbeth, 4. Sounds pretty simple right? And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key
of the bottomless pit. But it is now first that Satan, after he had occasioned the third woe, is both chained and
shut up. Satan Loosed at the End of a Thousand Years. The very concept of rebellion simply lay outside the
reality within which most people lived for to defy the King was to defy God. For example, humans can
consume animals but are still bound to follow the will of the angels and God; vegetables take sustenance from
the earth, but have no power over the living beings higher up in the chain. Discussion for Revelation  Having
the key of the bottomless pit - Mentioned before, Rev  The Elizabethans were very superstitious. Jesus Christ
himself overthrew the beast: the proud dragon shall be bound by an angel; even as he and his angels were cast
out of heaven by Michael and his angels.


