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Every family lives in an evolving story, told by all its members, inside a landscape of portentous events and characters.
Their view of themselves is not shared by.
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Louisa she is often cruel and openly unloving. At the same time, only Louisa escapes. If Hamlet runs four
hours and Lear almost five, well, The Man Who Loved Children runs 14 or 15 hours, and though the plot is
actually quite neat and progresses steadily, novel-readers are not used to hour storms. Sam the father is
speaking to his 11 year old daughter. What saves the Pollits' story from melodrama is the presence of the
chorus, the five younger children, who respond with exquisite sensitivity and evenhanded affection to each
parent. What is the SLAP moment? It is also a thoroughly modern novel and a fascinating social document.
Most of Dickens's heirs intuitively grasped the truth of his depictions of the power of mental universes, but
only Stead was able to do what Dickens did routinely, which was to have two or more of these universes abut
and challenge one another. They were never intended to be Americans. The Man Who Loved Children was a
critical and commercial failure when it was first published, and it is easy to see why. In wicked old Europe
still, you get the village witch planning to murder husbings for them wives what is a bit tired of making coffee
for the old man. Sam and Henny Pollit have been married about ten years when the novel opens. In the course
of the novel, Sam and Henny enlarge. It is enough to present the storm. You are already subscribed to this
email. Why would anyone persist? Sam and Henny are as dramatic as any stage characters, always
demonstrating the progress of their inner lives to an audience. Henny is a former southern belle, one of 12
offspring of a wealthy and influential man, David Collyer. Very little is resolved by the end of the book, save
for Henny's death by Louisa's hand. Critical response[ edit ] In his introduction to the novelâ€”titled "An
Unread Book"â€”the poet, novelist and critic Randall Jarrell writes: "no other novel makes so scrupulous, so
passionate, and so convincing a study of a family â€” and with such generalizing force that one immediately
expands that to the family. So if you're a fan, you might want to skip this review. Through the fine accident of
being forced to set the novel in America, Stead was also able to map his imperialism and his innocent faith in
his own good intentions directly onto those of the city he works in. He is drunk on his own words, on his own
elevated ideas, on his grandiose sense of himself and his mission.


