
WRITE AN ACCOUNT OF SHAKESPEARES CONTEMPORARIES AND

SUCCESSORS

We regularly stage plays by Shakespeare's contemporaries - playwrights who lived of plays by writers who lived and
wrote at the same time as Shakespeare.

Volpone's method of increasing his wealth is to play upon the avarice of men. The tract was found in the 18th
century in the rafters of a house which had once been John Shakespeare's, and was seen and described by the
reputable scholar Edmond Malone. He was involved in the writing of forty-two plays and died of the plague in
 One set of records that has survived is Henslowe's Diary, which contains virtually all the internal documents
of theater in Shakespeare's age that have come down to us. It has been estimated that, between and the time of
his death, Fletcher was involved in writing 42 plays. Oxfordians dismiss this contention, but the two surviving
documents that touch on this, and the publication history of Chamberlain's Men and King's Men plays, leave
little room for doubt that the companies did indeed exercise control over publication. Rowe's attempt to put the
texts in order incidentally set into motion the incredible reversal of opinion about their author. On his grave
was laid a marble slab, on which the words "O rare Ben Jonson" were his sufficient epitaph. They were
younger than Shakespeare, Beaumont born in and Fletcher in  A noisy dinner party from a neighboring house,
with drums and trumpets and a quarreling man and wife, is skillfully guided in at this moment to celebrate the
wedding. In one respect Jonson's training was unfortunate for a poet. Volpone says: "Good morning to the
day; and next, my gold! In John Ford was born in Devon to a prosperous gentry family. The actor's
Shakespeare was a fellow who wrote plum parts, often set to musically poetic verse. He crossed the Channel
and enlisted for a brief time as a soldier in the Netherlands. His room-mate Thomas Kyd was tortured into
giving evidence against him. Hail the world's soul, and mine! Those plays brought to the English audience an
appropriate pleasure, constituted of humour, fun and social reality, after Shakespeare's romantic comedies of
love and fancy. He loved to study and translate the classics. New York: American Book Company,  For
twenty-five years he was the literary dictator of London, the chief of all the wits that gathered nightly at the
old Devil Tavern. Rowse wrote a biography of Shakespeare, where, similarly, he firmly asserted that the
writer was not a secret Catholic, but a Protestant: "He was an orthodox, confirming member of the Church into
which he had been baptised, was brought up and married, in which his children were reared and in whose arms
he at length was buried". In him there was much of simplicity as opposed to artificiality in Marston. Here
Shakespeare quotes directly a line from Marlowe's Hero and Leander : "Whoever lov'd that lov'd not at first
sight? Dekker composed the annual pageant for the Lord Mayor four times â€” In , , and  They are found to
have continued the great heritage of the English drama of the Elizabethan age and Shakespeare, though they
never could attain their great master's level.


