
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUES FOR THE MAIN CHARACTER ANTIGONE

IN ANTIGONE A PLAY BY SOPHOCLES

Antigone is a tragedy by Sophocles written in or before BC. Of the three Theban plays Prior to the beginning of the play,
brothers Eteocles and Polynices, leading . Rather than become sidetracked with the issues of the time, Antigone
remains focused on the characters and Significance and interpretation[edit].

Tiresias , the blind prophet, enters. However, Antigone went back after his body was uncovered and
performed the ritual again, an act that seems to be completely unmotivated by anything other than a plot
necessity so that she could be caught in the act of disobedience, leaving no doubt of her guilt. Throughout
Antigone, they are in almost constant contention with each other. However, at the time of Antigone, the
concept was a terrifying reality for most people. For whoever think that they themselves alone have sense, or
have a power of speech or an intelligence that no other has, these people when they are laid open are found to
be empty. To Creon, it sets a substandard example for the future of Thebes because Polyneices attacked his
native city in a battle against the invading army of Argos. Antigone transforms from being stubborn and
underestimated to courageous and open-minded. A second messenger then brings the news that Eurydice has
also killed herself and, with her last breath, had cursed her husband and his intransigence. This was considered
the worst punishment that could be given at the time. The protagonist, Antigone, creates a conflict between her
allegiances to political law and morals when the Theban king Creon decrees that the body of his nephew,
Polyneices, remains unburied. Like many other interpreters of the Antigone, 5 we argue that this Sophoclean
tragedy tells of a conflict, although not one between the human and the divine but rather between two different
ways in which the human relates to and tries to embody the divine. The ancestral custom of burying the dead
members of a family in their home soil is founded on a deep religious understanding of the world as a whole
and the affective relationships within a family. Resources English translation by R. He is to be left to rot in the
battlefield, rather than be buried. A sentry enters, fearfully reporting that the body has been given funeral rites
and a symbolic burial with a thin covering of earth, though no one sees who actually committed the crime.
Haemon is the son of Creon and Eurydice, betrothed to Antigone. From here stems ideas such as the nature,
role and respect of and for the gods, and the individual. The drama of Antigone reflects these concerns in the
context it was written through various ways. Jocasta, who married Oedipus, also not knowing the truth,
committed suicide when the truth was revealed. She decides to go against the legal orders of the king
Antigone: Moral Law vs. Women have always been subordinate to men all through history, but in plays,
novels, short stories, etc, they have been given large enforcing roles, showing the power within women. Even
when he is forced to amend his decree to please the gods, he first tends to the dead Polyneices before releasing
Antigone. Antigone believes that there are rights that are inalienable because they come from the highest
authority, or authority itself, that is the divine law. The dramatic issue of the play is twofold: Antigone is a
fanatic who is driven by her religious fever to bury the body of her criminal brother, Polyneices, against the
edict of Creon. Antigone is a tragic heroine who believes in her moral duty to the gods over her duty to the
state and is willing to suffer the consequences in order to do what is morally right. This girl knew well how to
be insolent then, transgressing the established laws; and after her action, this was a second insolence, to exult
in this and to laugh at the thought of having done it. A messenger enters to tell the leader of the chorus that
Antigone has killed herself. In the play, a determined and courageous woman named Antigone is loyal to her
beloved brother by granting him a proper burial and having to suffer the consequences for revolting. The
leader of the chorus, terrified, asks Creon to take Tiresias' advice to free Antigone and bury Polyneices.
Furthermore, Creon has declared that anyone attempting to bury Polynices shall be publicly stoned to death.
Whatever interpretation is given to any single aspect of his work, his art or his personality, none will hold
good unless it is fully aware of the fundamental fact that Sophocles had a vision of life which we call
religious. Polyneices has been declared an enemy of the state by Creon. Hades is the god who is most
commonly referred to, but he is referred to more as a personification of Death. Creon begins ruling Thebes in a
very difficult time and circumstance. His downfall? A woman. It was the firmly kept custom of the Greeks
that each city was responsible for the burial of its citizens. Notable features[ edit ] The Chorus in Antigone
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departs significantly from the chorus in Aeschylus' Seven Against Thebes, the play of which Antigone is a
continuation. Consider the role of Ismene in the play. Aristotle, in his study of Greek drama entitled Poetics,
provided the framework that determines the tragic hero of a work. Should someone who attempts to bury him
in defiance of Creon be punished in an especially cruel and horrible way? Antigone's family tree Creon enters,
along with the chorus of Theban elders. Our emphasis 30 Cf. What is her relationship to her sister, and how do
they interact in bringing the play to a conclusion? The sentence for anyone attempting to bury him is death by
stoning.


