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CONSERVATIVE PARTY

John Major was an important electoral asset, one analytical approach. Crewe and King drawn large numbers of voters to
the Conservative Party (or prevent.

Major's vigorous campaigning, notably his claim that the UK would have higher prices and higher taxes under
a Labour government, was seen to have been crucial in his election win in which he became the firstâ€”and as
of , onlyâ€”Prime Minister to attract 14,, votes in a general election , as was a high-profile campaign by The
Sun newspaper against Labour leader Neil Kinnock, who resigned in the aftermath of the election to be
succeeded by John Smith. Moreover, the prospect of exploring new policy approaches within this, such as
funding voluntary organisations to deliver services, has been reduced due to the imperative of cutting
spending. The pound sterling was forced out of the European Exchange Rate Mechanism on 16 September , a
day thereafter referred to as Black Wednesday. Moreover, where this has been attempted, the Party appears
unconvinced. The issue of the creation of a single European currency also inflamed tensions, and these would
continue to dog the party until the earlys decade. As a result, her government pursued a programme of
economic liberalism , adopting a free-market approach to public services based on the sale of publicly owned
industries and utilities, as well as a reduction in trade union power. The Labour lead was gradually narrowed
over the next two years, as the Conservatives gained some credit for the strong economic recovery and fall in
unemployment. The DWP has experienced very large budget cuts and several of its programmes have
undergone significant reforms. In Coalition, the Conservatives occupied all of the main offices of state with
attendant consequences for the amount of power that they were able to exercise, and demonstrated a
preference for organisations outside the state in delivering services, seeking to enhance and institutionalise
their role. In relation to service provision, there has been a much greater attempt under Cameron than under
Thatcher to put in place a framework for actively encouraging and incorporating alternative providers.
Cameron argued strongly that there was a case for this on the grounds of both equality a liberal perspective
and of strengthening the family, a traditional Conservative concern, advocating a blended liberal conservative
position. The party subsequently lost much of its reputation for good financial stewardship although the end of
the recession was declared in April [64] bringing economic recovery and a fall in unemployment. The
Conservative Party Under Cameron A decade into his leadership has David Cameron fundamentally changed
the Conservative Party, or has he simply re-framed Thatcherism for the 21st century? Ten years on, the extent
of substantive ideological change that Cameron's leadership has effected is much less clear. Share via Email
Boris Johnson is set to take office at a time of political crisis. At the same time, the economy was sliding into
another recession. The continued relevance of Thatcherite perspectives is also evident in the aspects of social
security policy that focus on individual claimants. The "Right to Buy" had emerged in the lates but was too
great a challenge to the Post-War Consensus to win Conservative endorsement. Though Hague was a strong
orator, a Gallup poll for The Daily Telegraph found that two-thirds of voters regarded him as "a bit of a
wally", [68] for headlines such as his claim that he drank 14 pints of beer in a single day in his youth. The
Conservative Party under Cameron has certainly formulated a more developed approach to such issues than
was visible under Thatcher, but this does not necessarily indicate an ideological shift: what we might instead
be seeing is the use of different instruments and strategies to reach similar Thatcherite aims, particularly when
it comes to the role and size of the state. The recommendations from the other groups formed an important and
prominent part of the Conservative policy agenda. She was also deeply unpopular in certain sections of society
due to high unemployment, which reached its highest level since the s, peaking at over 3,, people following
her economic reforms, and her response to the miners' strike. The social justice report, led by Iain Duncan
Smith, was particularly influential. She was greatly admired by her supporters for her leadership in the
Falklands War of â€”which coincided with a dramatic boost in her popularityâ€”and for policies such as
giving the right to council house tenants to buy their council house at a discount on market value. The party's
Eurosceptic wing, represented by MPs such as John Redwood , opposed further EU integration, whilst the
party's pro-European wing, represented by those such as Chancellor of the Exchequer Kenneth Clarke , was
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broadly supportive. Its success is hotly debated , with a large increase in passenger numbers and investment in
the network balanced by worries about the level of subsidy. Given the current character of the Party and the
lack of enthusiasm or motivation for reassessing economic strategy, we should question whether it was
realistic in the first instance to expect modernisation to result in a substantive shift in the Conservative Party's
ideological centre of gravity. With a new leader at the helm, Labour were clearly determined to defeat the
Conservatives at the next election and for virtually the entirety of Thatcher's second ministry it was looking a
very serious possibility, as the lead in the opinion polls constantly saw a change in leadership from the
Conservatives to Labour, with the Alliance occasionally scraping into first place. In contrast, just one
economic development was tasked with looking at the Conservative approach to the economy. In opposition,
the Conservatives began to develop ideas and policy around areas that they had hitherto rather neglected, most
notably social policy.


