
IN CLASS WRITING ACTIVITY SHEETS

If you find yourself wishing your students would write more thoughtful papers or think more deeply about the issues in
your course, this handout may help you.

After you have a complete draft, go back and outline what you have said. How would you begin the speech?
Sometimes it helps to literally line up or order you evidence before you write. Shifting viewpoints
role-playing. This discussion can help students better understand the feedback on their own papers. Write a
full draft. Share your draft with a classmate. Sometimes it may be easier to create a metaphor or simile may
help you understand your view of an idea before you can put it fully into sentences or paragraphs. Sometimes
ideas come clearest when you can put them in a frame that is meaningful to you. Sometimes it helps to look
for the shape your ideas seem to be taking as you develop them. You can do this by summarizing your
understanding of the assignment and emailing your summary to your TA or instructor. Rewriting idea. What
evidence will be most convincing or compelling for your audience? You might also look to see if you have
topic sentences that convey the ideas of individual paragraphs. These moments of modeling can be made more
effective if you call attention to them, especially if you echo the language of your Writing Guide. Where did
you start in explaining your ideas. Talk your paper. If you have questions about points to emphasize, the
amount of evidence needed, etc. Scrap pile. Write definitions for key terms or concepts in your own words.
Try sorting your ideas into separate piles. You may find your thesis appears in your conclusion paragraph.
Selecting excerpts to highlight techniques A variation on using an entire sample paper is to discuss one or
more brief excerpts that illustrate a technique you want students to employ. Consider any idea or observation
as valid and worthy of listing. You may need to test out more than one idea before you settle into a particular
direction for a paper. Draft of Introductory Paragraph To help students clarify their ideas and learn how to
identify and construct a thesis statement. This thinking is often furthered through class discussion and some
students automatically, internally move from these initial sortings of ideas into complex, logical
interpretations of material at this point. Ask a friend to read your draft out loud to you. In all cases, you will
have a better idea of what you need to do next in writing your draft. Try to be brief in your description of the
readings.


