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Change: Coffeehouses, leading to tensions between men and women. They were there to prevent action in the
present, rather than to ask people to deny knowledge of the past. He punished those who were sinful, and
saved those who were not. In this particular book, it may have rendered the chapter more persuasive and
coherent had it formed a paragraph rather than an entire sub-section, leaving a fuller exploration for a discrete
article. Finally, Pollmann introduces Daniel Levy and Nathaniel Sznaider's term 'cosmopolitan memory' as a
way to interpret the interaction between local experiences and global concerns. Her description of the process
of the delegitimising of custom is compelling, and the negative impact of intellectual movements like
humanism and antiquarianism, as well as ideas of cultural hierarchy, is revealed. Secondly, the structure of the
book occasionally feels arbitrary. She traces how commemorations of suffering in the siege of Leiden became
focused on communal victimhood, as a way to heal local divisions following the siege. The two forms of
history, therefore, existed in tandem, and had different purposes. This notion of progress diminished the role
and value of tradition and custom. Deliberate forgetting, or the attempts to impose acts of oblivion, is the
subject of chapter six. Her chosen case studies demonstrated that such oblivion clauses did not stop disputed
events being commemorated, and that people found ways around the oblivion clauses. Europe witnessed
important common patterns and increasing interconnections, but these developments must be assessed in terms
of nation-state divisions and, even more, of larger regional differences. Descriptions of material losses could
serve as a form of commemoration, but otherwise surviving evidence of personal reflections on suffering is
scarce. Changes such as the Industrial Revolution and political liberalization spread first and fastest in western
Europeâ€”Britain, France, the Low Countries , Scandinavia, and, to an extent, Germany and Italy. The
drawing together of such diverse and complex strands of intellectual, religious, and social history is one of the
greatest achievements of the book, and its particularly showcased in this chapter. Change: Europeans,
Africans, and Native Americans begin to intermix, leading to a mestizo population like never before These
Euro-American peoples of mixed ancestries become a big part of society and social status becomes based on
race. Load Previous Page Revolution and the growth of industrial society, â€” Developments in 19th-century
Europe are bounded by two great events. Secondly, however, Pollmann contends that new ideas about the past
did not obliterate the older ones: ''The history of memory is not to be imagined as a series of paradigm shifts,
forged through critical junctures, memory crises, and cultural revolutions, but is actually much more
cumulative' p. She admits this in her introduction, and I would argue that this inherent weakness is excused by
the overall achievement of the book. Pollmann's final chapter concerns the ways that early modern European
people remembered violence, in local, national, and 'cosmopolitan' senses. I am glad she found much to her
liking in the book. Transnational memories could bolster local memory cultures and local memories could
serve national purposes. As a point in the larger narrative about the exemplary purpose and reasoning behind
the form of autobiographical writing in the period it clearly merits inclusion. First, she raises the question of
the creation of the individual, and the assumption that early modern people had a collective rather than
individualistic sense of the self. The author has sent the following response: 'I am grateful to Sarah Ward for
her very well-considered and constructive review of my Memory in early modern Europe. At the same time,
this was a century of growing nationalism , in which individual states jealously protected their identities and
indeed established more rigorous border controls than ever before. This is ameliorated to some extent in the
conclusion, which draws together many of the rich strands of argument in a more integrated way. It will be
useful both for those approaching the history of early modern memory for the first time, or for those who wish
to place their own research into a wider context. Yet it, too, had a purpose. Pollmann describes, using
compelling examples such as the Dordrecht story of the baby, the cat, and the cradle, what was necessary for a
myth to survive and be believed. The midth century, in either formulation, looms as a particularly important
point of transition within the extended 19th century. If it does so, this book will begin the historiographical
conversation that it aimed for. They were used to convey the prestige of cities, to emphasise the strength of its
religious devotion, or as with Poitiers to position the city within a larger world of dynasty or nation without
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losing its own identity. Pollmann argues that the authority of the past changed, and ultimately led to the belief
that there could be moral, religious, and social progress, as well as economic and material improvements.
Some historians prefer to divide 19th-century history into relatively small chunks. Such acts, 'say that past
events are not acknowledged as a legitimate reason for action in the present; they are of the past' p. The
prevailing theory of the humours, and the resulting link between mental and physical symptoms, made it
logical to discuss physical externalities within memoirs. As Pollmann convincingly avers, it also explains why
they fell out of use - the European world changed, and custom fell out of favour. Pollmann assesses several
key debates in the field of life-writing and early modernity. Pollmann posits the idea of social and cultural
'scripts', in which the goal was the opposite of originality - it was to meet expectations and to provide others
with experiences to learn from.


